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HONORING BRIDGEPORT CITY 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT TOM 
McCARTHY ON ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to extend 
my sincere congratulations to Tom McCarthy 
for being awarded the title of Grand Marshal 
of the 34th Annual Greater Bridgeport St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade. In his fifteen years as City 
Councilman, nine of which he has served as 
President, Tom McCarthy has dedicated him-
self to serving Bridgeport and representing its 
citizens with thoughtfulness, competence and 
ability. Tom McCarthy’s hard work and dedica-
tion to the City of Bridgeport is much appre-
ciated, and this honor is well deserved. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER 
MORGAN 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the accomplishments and contributions 
of Jennifer B. Morgan of Newtown Square, 
PA. 

Jennifer Morgan was appointed President of 
SAP North America in 2014, a position in 
which she oversees some 20,000 employees 
with more than 100,000 customers in every 
sector and industry of the U.S. economy. 

With Jennifer at the helm, SAP has 
launched a successful expansion into 
groundbreaking new cloud computing services 
and other innovative new business segments. 
SAP is not only one of the largest employers 
in Delaware County, PA, it’s also a good cor-
porate citizen, sponsoring and supporting non- 
profits and economic development in our re-
gion. 

Jennifer is a groundbreaking female execu-
tive, and one of far too few females at the pin-
nacle of American business and industry. 
She’s prioritized diversity in the workplace, 
promoted pay equality and worked to level the 
playing field for all employees. 

This National Women’s History Month, Jen-
nifer is being honored by the Delaware County 
Women’s Commission with their Woman of 
Achievement Award. It’s a fitting honor to an 
outstanding leader in our community. 

DOJ’S FAILURE TO PROTECT 
VOTING RIGHTS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in protest of President Trump and 
his Justice Department’s failure to protect 
Americans’ voting rights. The right to vote is a 
sacred right for which Americans have fought 
for generations. From the battlefields of the 
Revolutionary War, to the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement, to Bloody Sunday in my hometown 
of Selma, Alabama, Americans have risked 
their lives for the right to vote. 

Unfortunately, The Trump Justice Depart-
ment recently decided to dismiss their dis-
criminatory purpose claim against Texas’s 
voter ID law. Texas’s current draconian Voter 
ID law places harsh restrictions on minorities 
and young voters. In 2013, the Department of 
Justice filed a lawsuit against the state of 
Texas claiming that their voter photo identifica-
tion law, SB 14, violated Section 2 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act. Since then, two courts have 
agreed that this law is discriminatory. So it is 
incredibly disturbing that the new Department 
of Justice reversed their position and withdrew 
their lawsuit. This action represents a dramatic 
shift from the Obama Administration’s policy of 
protecting Americans’ voting rights. 

The American people deserve a Justice De-
partment that values and protects the right to 
vote. New barriers to voting are being erected 
across the country, threatening the integrity of 
our electoral process and our democracy. For 
example, after the Supreme Court struck down 
key provisions of the Voting Rights Act, many 
states, like Alabama and Texas responded to 
the Supreme Court’s decision by imposing 
voter ID laws similar to those of the Jim Crow 
era. These laws are blatantly discriminatory, 
undemocratic, and un-American. 

In Alabama, the state government passed a 
law requiring a photo ID to vote while simulta-
neously closing 34 DMW offices. Doing so had 
a discriminatory effect on 8 out of the 10 
counties in Alabama with the highest percent-
age of Black registered voters. Clearly we 
cannot yet trust certain states to protect their 
citizens’ right to vote. As Americans, we 
should all be horrified of these laws and the 
Department of Justice’s failure to fight these 
regressive measures. 

States must not be allowed to return to an 
era of mass-voter discrimination, and histori-
cally, it has been the responsibility of the Jus-
tice Department to protect Americans from 
new Jim Crow like laws. Unfortunately, Presi-
dent Trump’s Justice Department seems to be 
rolling back this policy. 

In 2015, I introduced the Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act, legislation that would require 
states with a recent history of voter discrimina-
tion to seek approval from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice before making any changes to 
their electoral laws. Specifically, this bill will re-

store Section 4(b) of the VRA which the Su-
preme Court invalidated in Shelby County v. 
Holder. Under the new Trump Administration, 
it is more important than ever that we pass the 
Voting Rights Advancement Act, and have an 
independent Justice Department that is com-
mitted to protecting Americans’ right to vote. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DEBORAH 
MANNING 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a remarkable woman who dedicated her 
life to serving New York’s 21st District. 

Deborah Manning was born in Ticonderoga, 
New York, and served as Hague Town Clerk 
for 23 years. 

In the 21st District, we are proud of Debo-
rah Manning’s legacy of dedicated public serv-
ice, and we honor the life she led with integrity 
and compassion. 

I would like to extend my deepest condo-
lences to her friends and family. 

f 

REMEMBERING IRON BILL 
DOWLING 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, 
March 15, 2017 the last alarm will be sounded 
for one of Houston’s finest, Captain William 
‘‘Iron Bill’’ Dowling. Although Iron Bill fought 
tirelessly these last few years, he went home 
with the Good Lord shortly before his 44th 
birthday: March 14, 1973–March 7, 2017. 

While we mourn the loss of this Houstonian 
Hero, we also remember his service to his city 
and country. On May 31, 2013, Houston Fire 
Department suffered its most tragic event in its 
history. A 5-alarm blaze at a hotel in south-
west Houston claimed the lives of four fire-
fighters and injured fourteen other firefighters 
when the roof collapsed, some critically. 

The following lives were lost: 
Captain EMT Matthew Renaud, 35, of Sta-

tion 51; 
Engineer Operator EMT Robert Bebee, 41, 

of Station 51; 
Firefighter EMT Robert Garner, 29, of Sta-

tion 68; 
Probationary Firefighter Anne Sullivan, 24, 

of Station 68. 
They were the best we had in Houston, and 

we are still saddened that they are gone. 
One of the brave who survived was Captain 

Dowling. 
Iron Bill was injured serving Houston, the 

community in which he was raised. A graduate 
of Klein Oak High School, Captain Dowling left 
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